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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany February 1, 2026

Prayer upon entering: O God, you know that we cannot withstand the
dangers that surround us. Strengthen us in body and spirit so that, by your
Holy Spirit, we may overcome the weakness that our sin has brought upon us;

through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen

Guests, welcome! We are delighted you are with us for worship this morning.
Please introduce yourself to Pastor Erhardt, sign our guest book next to the
main doors. Bibles are available on a shelf in the back of the nave. Kneelers
and large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request. If you are

seeking a church home, we invite you to join us here at Messiah.



Worship begins with the prelude and continues through the postlude. Once
the prelude begins, please refrain from conversation. We use two hymnals: the
green Lutheran Book of Worship (LBw) and the blue paperback With One
Voice (wov). Hymn numbers below 600 are generally in LBw; above 600, in
wov. The pastor’s parts (spoken and sung) are designated “P:”. Parts spoken
or sung by the congregation are italicized, prefaced by “C:”. The liturgy text
and music are in the LBw on the pages noted in this service folder.

Holy Communion: Lutheran Christians celebrate a divine service of Word
and sacrament in which God comes to us both in his proclaimed Word and in
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. We invite to commune at the Lord’s table
all baptized Christians who with contrite hearts trust God’s word of
forgiveness for their sins, acknowledge the presence of Jesus Christ both in
the Communion elements and in this gathered body of believers, and seek, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, to follow Jesus and walk in newness of life. If this
doesn’t describe you, we invite you to come to the altar rail to receive a
blessing instead of the Communion elements. Indicate this by folding your
arms across your chest at the rail. All are invited to bring their children

forward for a blessing.

Individual cups are available in addition to the chalice (the common cup).
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available upon request from the
server at the Communion rail. All are invited to bring their children forward

for a blessing.

Families with young children: Welcome! We have children’s activity backpacks
in the back of the church for use during the service, as well as an unstaffed
nursery on the stage downstairs. Feel free to ask an usher for help locating

them. The stairs are at the back of the sanctuary.



Prelude Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Norman Cocker
arr. David Christiansen
Confession and Forgiveness

Please stand as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of your
people, turning us from sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may attend to your Word, confess our sins, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus Christ, our
Lord and our Redeemer.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sins to God.

Please kneel or sit for silent reflection and confession.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to
you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which
I justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of
them, and pray for your boundless mercy. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins,
give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me
to life everlasting. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and
gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of
darkness into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
# Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen



Order of Holy Communion
Setting I (LBW p. 57)

Please stand.

Opening Hymn O God of God, O Light of Light LBW 536

Apostolic Greeting 2 Corinthians 13:14

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Kyrie p.57

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen



Hymn of Praise pp. 58-59

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

C: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship you, we give
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

C: God our deliverer, you walk with the meek and the poor, the compassionate
and those who mourn, and you call us to walk humbly with you. When we
are foolish, be our wisdom; when we are weak, be our strength, that, in us,

our neighbors would see Christ alive and loving his world. Amen

Please be seated for the scripture readings, printed on the last two pages of

this service folder.

First Lesson Micah 6:1-8
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15 p. 220
Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Choir Anthem Blest Are They WOV 764

Verse (John 6:68) (please stand) p. 62
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 5:1-12
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon Snow, Strega Nona, and the Beatitudes

Hymn of the Day  Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me LBW 336

Nicene Creed p. 64
C: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

(continued on the next page)



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, light from light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



The Prayers of the People

P: Living in the light of Christ, who reveals both our need and God’s
abundant love, let us pray for the church of Jesus Christ throughout the
world and for those known to us in need of prayer.

After each prayer or petition,
P: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, Immanuel.
C: Amen

The Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please exchange a greeting of peace with your neighbors, then be seated.

Gathering of Offerings p. 66

As the offerings are brought forward, please stand and sing:

C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers
we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of

the feast to come.

P: Let us pray. p. 67
Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



The Great Thanksgiving p. 68

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our
Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Sanctus p. 69

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of

your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Eucharistic Prayer

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to
proclaim to us your will. He is your Word, inseparable from you. Through
him you created all things, and in him you take delight. He is your Word,
sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature and our
lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the
virgin Mary. Itis he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will and won
for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to
free from suffering those who trust you. It is he who, handed over to a
death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of
the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to
establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread
and giving thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body broken for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. In the same way he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This is my blood

poured out for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup
before you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand
before you and to serve you as your priestly people. And we ask you: Send
your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share
this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in
truth, that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.

C: Amen
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The Lord’s Prayer p. 71

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to say:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei: Lamb of God p. 72
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace.

Once the pastor says, “Welcome to the table of the Lord,” kneel or sit. Because
Communion is important, please read and follow our Communion policy,
printed on p. 2 of this service folder. Feel free to bring your hymnal and
continue to sing. If you are not communing, you are invited to come forward
to receive a blessing, but feel no pressure to do so. If you do come forward for
a blessing (only), indicate this by folding your arms across your chest when
you kneel at the altar rail. When the pastor dismisses your side of the rail,
please return to your seat by the center aisle. If you would like Communion

brought to your seat, please raise your hand to alert the pastor.

Communion Hymn  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ~ LSB 425
(next page)
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Once all have returned to their places, the pastor says: (please stand)
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle p. 73

C: Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My
own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry
people: A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Post Communion Prayer

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant to your Church your Holy Spirit and the wisdom
which comes down from heaven, that your Word may not be bound but
have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, that in steadfast faith we may serve you and in the confession of

your name may abide to the end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen

Benediction p. 74
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you *peace.  C: Amen
Postludes Allegro Samuel Wesley
arr. Charles Callahan

Announcements

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Portions of our liturgy today are reprinted from the Lutheran Book of
Worship, copyright 1978. The Eucharistic Prayer is a prayer attributed to
Hippolytus of Rome (ca. AD 170-235), translated by Gordon Lathrop, taken
from the Minister’s Edition of the LBw, p. 262. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress, license #15443-L. The Prayer of the Day is adapted from

Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, ©2002 Consultation on Common Texts.

Thank you to today’s Temple Servants

Acolyte Charles Loughery
Reader Charles Loughery
Ushers Tom Fusco and Don Meyer
Fellowship Host Gishlicks
Chancel Pastor Erhardt
Offering Counter Robert Engel
Livestream Mark von Bargen

This coming week
Wed 7:30 M Choir
Thu 6:30pM  Lutheran Campus Ministry Table Talk (p. 15)

Sun 9:00 AM Adult Forum
Sun 10:30 aM Service of Word and Sacrament
Next Sunday

Isaiah 58:1-12 « Psalm 112:1-10 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 « Matthew 5:13-20
Opening Hymn: To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray (LBW 317)

Hymn of the Day: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (LBW 486)
Communion Hymn: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (LBW 424)
Closing Hymn: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (WOV 780)
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Adult Forum meets at 9:00am in the parish building library.
Current topic: What Does This Mean? Understanding Important Words in
the Bible

Soup & Salad Supper Hosts Needed
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (this year, February 18), and we plan to
have a 6:00 PM soup ¢ salad supper on each of these Lenten Wednesdays:
February 25 and March 4, 11, 18, 25 (no supper on Ash Wednesday or
April 1). If you are able to host a supper, please sign up on the sheet in
the back of the nave. Hosts bring enough soup, salad, and bread to feed
20 people. Feel free to team up with another person and host a supper
together. Food costs can be reimbursed (submit receipts to Nancy
Amidon). Paper goods, butter, and beverages will be provided. We could
also use volunteers to help the hosts set tables before each supper and clean
up afterward (mainly washing dishes). If you can help with set up or clean

up, please contact Pastor Erhardt.
February Messenger: Please email news, photos, and announcements to

Miranda Hempel at her email address in the church directory by today,

February 1, for inclusion in the next newsletter.
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Lutheran Campus Ministry Table Talk: Thursday, February 5, at 6:30pm
What Does This Mean? Understanding Theological Language - led by
Pastor Erhardt. During the academic year, Lutheran Campus Ministry
sponsors monthly Table Talks (dinner discussions). Table Talks are held at
6:30 — 8:00 PM in 210 Murray-Dodge Hall, Princeton University. All are
welcome! Please join us and invite friends. If you plan to attend, please
inform Pastor Erhardt by noon on Thursday so we have enough food for

you.

Please join us next Sunday, Feb. 8, for the reception of new members of
Messiah!

2025 financial contribution statements have been mailed. If you have not

yet received yours, contact Messiah’s Financial Secretary, Jeff Frole.

Join Messiah for a Princeton Univ. men’s basketball game vs Harvard,
Friday, Feb. 27, at 7pm in Jadwin Gym. Tickets are $5. Sign up by noon
on 2/22.

Available on the back pew:
(1) Sign-up sheets: Soup & Salad hosting and 2/27 bball game
(2) February - May 2026 Temple Servant schedule
(3) Portals of Prayer devotion booklets (January — March)
(4) Nov. 2025 - Jan. 2026 edition of the Messiah Messenger
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Prayer Corner

We remember in our prayers:

o Karin Bergesen (in rehab, recovering from surgery and multiple
infections), Joan Colliflower (in rehab, recovering from knee surgery),
Werner Hartl (living with metastatic cancer), the Herremans and Baer
families (grieving the death of Debbie Baer’s friend, Jean Herremans),
Ellen McKay (friend of Patricia Wolf, facing multiple hardships), Bebe
Bateman (grandniece of Patricia Wolf, living with an unpleasant and
undiagnosed illness), Martha Meyer (mother of Don Meyer, whose health
is declining), Andrea Preston (cousin of the Gishlicks, for comfort and
healing from a skin disease), Fred Dignon (Greg’s father, recovering from
surgery after a stroke and fall), Peter Hempel (brother of Miranda
Hempel, recovering from surgery and anticipating more), Micha Livne
(friend of the Gishlicks who is ill), Ted Alslev (son of Elda Alslev, to
overcome his addiction to smoking), Mary Pickens (friend of Jon and Pat
Hlafter, undergoing an experimental medical treatment), Sue Parisi
(friend of Pat Hlafter, being treated for breast cancer), Peter Schulze (son
of Lydia and Carl Schulze, friends of Miranda Hempel), Brad Bergmann,

and Jenny Mills - for comfort, strength, and healing
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY February 1, 2026

First Lesson: Micah 6:1-8

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills
hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will
contend with Israel. “O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you?
Answer me! For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people,
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered
him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of
the LORD.” “With what shall | come before the LORD and bow myself before God on
high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told
you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice
and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.” Where is the one who is
wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save
those who believe. For Jews ask for sighs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, but to those who
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak
in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world,
things that are not, to abolish things that are, so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that,
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”



Gospel Lesson: Matthew 5:1-12

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying: “Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they will see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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