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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 5, 2026

Prayer upon entering: God of glory, Father of love, peace comes from you
alone. Send us as peacemakers and witnesses to your kingdom, and fill our
hearts with joy in your promises of salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen

Guests, welcome! We are delighted you are with us for worship this morning.
Please introduce yourself to Pastor Erhardt, and sign our guest book next to
the main doors. Bibles are available on a shelf in the back of the nave. Kneelers
and large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request. If you are

seeking a church home, we invite you to join us here at Messiah.

Front cover art: Bernard Picart: Rebekka en Eliézer bij de put (Rebekah and
Eliezer at the Well), 17" century



Worship begins with the prelude and continues through the postlude. Once
the prelude begins, please refrain from conversation. We use two hymnals: the
green Lutheran Book of Worship (LBw) and the blue paperback With One Voice
(wov). Hymn numbers below 600 are generally in LBw; above 600, in wov.
The pastor’s parts (spoken and sung) are designated “P:”. Parts spoken or sung
by the congregation are italicized, prefaced by “C:”. The liturgy text and music
are in the LBw on the pages noted in this service folder.

Holy Communion: Lutheran Christians celebrate a divine service of Word and
sacrament in which God comes to us both in his proclaimed Word and in the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. We invite to commune at the Lord’s table all
baptized Christians who with contrite hearts trust God’s word of forgiveness
for their sins, acknowledge the presence of Jesus Christ both in the
Communion elements and in this gathered body of believers, and seek, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, to follow Jesus and walk in newness of life. If this
doesn’t describe you, we invite you to come to the altar rail to receive a blessing
instead of the Communion elements. Indicate this by folding your arms across
your chest at the rail. All are invited to bring their children forward for a

blessing.

Individual cups are available in addition to the chalice (the common cup).
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available upon request from the
server at the Communion rail. All are invited to bring their children forward

for a blessing.

Families with young children: Welcome! We have children’s activity backpacks
in the back of the church for use during the service. Feel free to ask an usher
for help locating them.



Prelude Chorale Statement on Darwall’s 148th ~ Paul W. Hofreiter

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sins to God.

Please kneel or sit for silent reflection and confession.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to
you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I
justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,
and pray for your boundless mercy. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me your
Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life
everlasting. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake
forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us
power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness
into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
* Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



Order of Holy Communion
Setting I (LBW p. 57)

Please stand as you are able.
Opening Hymn Before You, Lord, We Bow LBW 401

Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise pp. 60-61
C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

C : We give you thanks, O God of compassion, for the salvation you have
revealed to little ones through Jesus, our wisdom and strength. Teach us to

take up his yoke and find rest from our burdens and cares. Amen

Please be seated for the scripture readings. The Second Lesson and the Gospel
Lesson are on the back cover of this service folder. Because of its length, the

First Lesson is not printed.

First Lesson Genesis 24:34-67
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm Song of Songs 2:8-13
¥ The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills.

’ My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he stands behind
our wall, gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice.

' My beloved speaks and says to me: "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come
away;

" for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.

"> The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the
voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.

" The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth
fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.



Second Lesson Romans 7:15-25a
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Verse (John 6:68) (please stand): p. 62
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.
C (sung): Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C (sung): Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon He Will Give Us Rest

Hymn of the Day Take My Life, that I May Be LBW 406

Creed (Apostles’) Spoken in unison
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

(continued on the next page)



I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

The Prayers of the People
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

After each prayer or petition,
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord
C: Amen

The Sharing of the Peace p. 66
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please exchange a greeting of peace with your neighbors, then be seated.

Gathering of Offerings p. 66

As the offerings are brought forward, please stand and sing:

C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers
we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the

feast to come.



P: Let us pray. p. 67
Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Great Thanksgiving p. 68
The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

ToO"ToOvaQr

: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our
Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:

Sanctus p. 69
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Eucharistic Prayer

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and

accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come
again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as
we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we and all who
share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with heavenly peace
and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and

body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, now and forever.
C: Amen



The Lord’s Prayer

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in his promises, we are bold to say:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei: Lamb of God p. 72
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace.

Once the pastor says, “Welcome to the table of the Lord,” kneel or sit.

Because Communion is important, please read and follow our Communion
policy, printed on p. 2 of this service folder. Feel free to bring your hymnal and
continue to sing. If you are not communing, you are invited to come forward
to receive a blessing, but feel no pressure to do so. If you do come forward for a
blessing (only), indicate this by folding your arms across your chest when you
kneel at the altar rail. When the pastor dismisses you, please return to your
seat by the center aisle. If you would like Communion brought to your seat,

please raise your hand to alert the pastor.

Communion Hymn Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LBW 93
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After all have returned to their places, the pastor says: (please stand)
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle pp. 72-73

C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell evryone what he has done. Let all
who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He recalls his promises
and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Benediction p. 74
P: Almighty God, Father, ' Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen

Postlude Rejoice, the Lord Is King arr. Larry Shackley
Announcements

P: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Portions of our liturgy today are reprinted from the Lutheran Book of
Worship, copyright 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license
#15443-L. The Prayer of the Day is adapted from Revised Common Lectionary
Prayers, ©2002 Consultation on Common Texts. The postlude ©2006 Lorenz
Publishing Corporation is broadcast with permission under ONE LICENSE

# A-720141.
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This coming week

Sat 11:00 AM Memorial Service for Karin Bergesen

Sun 9:30 AM Service of Word and Sacrament

Thank you to today’s Temple Servants

Acolyte Jon Hlafter
Reader Herb Gishlick
Ushers Tom Fusco and Don Meyer
Chancel Herb & Carolyn Gishlick
Offering Counter Robert Engel
Livestream Mark von Bargen
Next Sunday

Gen. 25:19-34 ¢ Psalm 119:105-112 « Romans 8:1-11 « Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Opening Hymn: Oh, Sing, My Soul, Your Maker's Praise (LBW 319)

Hymn of the Day: Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won (LBW 133)

Communion Hymn: I Lay My Sins on Jesus (LBW 305)

Closing Hymn: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast (LBW 234)

In July and August, fellowship hour doesn’t include refreshments, but feel
free to make yourself a cup of coffee or tea in the kitchen and stay for

conversation.

12



A memorial service for Karin Bergesen will be held at Messiah on Saturday,
July 11, at 11am. Please join us as we thank God for Karin’s life and look
forward to the day of resurrection. After the service there will be a lunch at
the Nassau Inn. If you plan to attend the lunch, please email Dick Bergesen
by noon on July 7 to let him know.

Prevent Fraud: Impersonation messages are common. If you receive an
unusual text or email message from someone claiming to be from Messiah
(e.g. church staff or parishioners), consider the possibility that it's from an
imposter. If in doubt, contact the person directly -- not by replying to the
message, but using contact information you already have for that person
and trust. If you receive a message asking that you send Messiah's church
directory, or purchase gift cards, or that request an unspecified favor,
those are scams. They are not from church staff or parishioners, even if
they claim to be. Do not respond to them. To prevent the success of fraud
attempts like these, the church directory is available on paper only (not
electronically), and only upon request by Messiah people who are known to

Pastor. Do not scan and send your copy.

Available on the back pew:
(1) New: July/August 2026 edition of the Messiah Messenger
(2) Portals of Prayer devotion booklets (July - Sept)
(3) June - September 2026 Temple Servant schedule
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Prayer Corner

We remember in our prayers:

Those suffering the devastation of recent earthquakes in Venezuela, the
United States and its people (celebrating the 250™ anniversary of our
founding as a nation), the Bergesen family (as they grieve the loss of
Karin), Linda Heindel (friend of Joan Colliflower, recently diagnosed with
late-stage kidney disease), Joanne Davidson (friend of Janice Hofreiter,
with a recurrence of cancer), Doris Gerwers (recovering from heart
surgery), Sharon Wilchar (friend of Patricia Wolf who is very ill), Fred
Dignon (Greg’s father, recovering from surgery after a stroke and fall),
Peter Hempel (brother of Miranda Hempel, recovering from surgery),
Micha Livne (friend of the Gishlicks who is ill), Ted Alslev (son of Elda
Alslev, to overcome his addiction to smoking), Mary Pickens (friend of Jon
and Pat Hlafter, undergoing an experimental medical treatment), Sue
Parisi (friend of Pat Hlafter, being treated for breast cancer), Peter Schulze
(son of Lydia and Carl Schulze, friends of Miranda Hempel), and Jenny
Mills - for comfort, strength, and healing

Prayer requests are generally printed in the Prayer Corner and included in the

Sunday intercessory prayers for 4 weeks. If you would like us to keep someone

there longer, we are happy to do that. Please call the church office or email

lcmprinceton@gmail.com to let Pastor Erhardt know.
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST -- PROPER 9A July 5, 2026

Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very
thing | hate. Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in fact it
is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. For | know that the good does
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at
hand, but not the ability. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is
what | do. Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells
within me. So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close
at hand. For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but | see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. Wretched person that | am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

“But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did
not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” “For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

This resource is an offering from The Vanderbilt Divinity Library at: https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu. New Revised
Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings copyright © Consultation on
Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



