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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost August 16, 2026

Prayer upon entering: God of Creation, you draw people of all nations into
your kingdom. As you gather disciples from near and far, count us also among
those who boldly confess your Son Jesus Christ as Lord. Amen

Guests, welcome! We are delighted you are with us for worship this morning.
Please introduce yourself to Pastor Erhardt, and sign our guest book next to
the main doors. Bibles are available on a shelf in the back of the nave. Kneelers
and large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request. If you are

seeking a church home, we invite you to join us here at Messiah.



Worship begins with the prelude and continues through the postlude. Once
the prelude begins, please refrain from conversation. We use two hymnals: the
green Lutheran Book of Worship (LBw) and the blue paperback With One Voice
(wov). Hymn numbers below 600 are generally in LBw; above 600, in wov.
The pastor’s parts (spoken and sung) are designated “P:”. Parts spoken or sung
by the congregation are italicized, prefaced by “C:”. The liturgy text and music
are in the LBw on the pages noted in this service folder.

Holy Communion: Lutheran Christians celebrate a divine service of Word and
sacrament in which God comes to us both in his proclaimed Word and in the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. We invite to commune at the Lord’s table all
baptized Christians who with contrite hearts trust God’s word of forgiveness
for their sins, acknowledge the presence of Jesus Christ both in the
Communion elements and in this gathered body of believers, and seek, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, to follow Jesus and walk in newness of life. If this
doesn’t describe you, we invite you to come to the altar rail to receive a blessing
instead of the Communion elements. Indicate this by folding your arms across

your chest at the rail.

Individual cups are available in addition to the chalice (the common cup).
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available upon request from the
server at the Communion rail. All are invited to bring their children forward

for a blessing.

Families with young children: Welcome! We have children’s activity backpacks
in the back of the church for use during the service, as well as an unstaffed
nursery on the stage downstairs. Feel free to ask an usher for help locating

them. The stairs are at the back of the sanctuary.



Prelude Leominster George W. Martin
arr. ] Bert Carlson
Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sins to God.

Please kneel or sit for silent reflection and confession.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to
you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I
justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,
and pray for your boundless mercy. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me your
Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life
everlasting. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake
forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us
power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness
into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
* Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



Order of Holy Communion
Setting I (LBW p. 57)

Please stand as you are able.
Opening Hymn Holy Majesty, before You LBW 247

Apostolic Greeting 2 Corinthians 13:14

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise pp. 60-61
C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

C: Holy One of Israel, covenant-keeper, you restore what is lost, heal what is
wounded, and gather in those who have been rejected. Give us faith
to speak as steadfastly as did the Canaanite woman, that the outcast may be

welcomed and all people may be blessed. Amen

Please be seated for the scripture readings, printed on the last two pages of this

service folder.

First Lesson Genesis 45:1-15
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 p. 282

Second Lesson Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Verse (John 6:68) (please stand): p. 62
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter.
C (sung): Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 15:21-28
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C (sung): Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Sermon
Sermon Strange Mercy

Hymn of the Day O Zion, Haste LBW 397

Creed (Apostles’) Spoken in unison
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen



The Prayers of the People
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

After each prayer or petition,
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord
C: Amen

The Sharing of the Peace p. 66
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please exchange a greeting of peace with your neighbors, then be seated.

Gathering of Offerings p. 66

As the offerings are brought forward, please stand and sing:

C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers
we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the

feast to come.

P: Let us pray. p. 67
Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



The Great Thanksgiving p. 68

TOFTOTPTOF

The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our
Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:

Sanctus p. 69

C:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer

P:

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and

accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

(continued on the next page)



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come
again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as
we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we and all who
share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with heavenly peace
and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and

body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your

holy Church, now and forever. ~ C: Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in his promises, we are bold to say:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei: Lamb of God p. 72
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.



Once the pastor says, “Welcome to the table of the Lord,” kneel or sit.

Because Communion is important, please read and follow our Communion
policy, printed on p. 2 of this service folder. Feel free to bring your hymnal and
continue to sing. If you are not communing, you are invited to come forward
to receive a blessing, but feel no pressure to do so. If you do come forward for a
blessing (only), indicate this by folding your arms across your chest when you
kneel at the altar rail. When the pastor dismisses you, please return to your
seat by the center aisle. If you would like Communion brought to your seat,

please raise your hand to alert the pastor.
Communion Hymn Wide Open Are Your Hands LBW 489

After all have returned to their places, the pastor says: (please stand)
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.  C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle pp. 72-73

C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell evryone what he has done. Let all
who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He recalls his promises
and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Benediction p. 74

P: Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen
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Postlude ~ “Wake, Awake,for Night is Flying” (Wachet Auf)
arr. B. Wayne Bisbee
Announcements

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Portions of our liturgy today are reprinted from the Lutheran Book of
Worship, copyright 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license
#15443-L. The Prayer of the Day is adapted from Revised Common Lectionary
Prayers, ©2002 Consultation on Common Texts. The prelude ©2001
Augsburg Fortress and the postlude ©1994 Augsburg Fortress are broadcast

with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-720141. All rights reserved.

This coming week

Sun 9:30 AM  Service of Word and Sacrament

Thank you to today’s Temple Servants

Acolyte Austin Block
Reader Debbie Baer
Ushers Jeff Frole and Hans Henkes
Chancel Ziyun Chen
Offering Counter Jeff Frole
Livestream Mark von Bargen
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Next Sunday

Exodus 1:8 - 2:10 « Psalm 124 « Romans 12:1-8 « Matthew 16:13-20
Opening Hymn: All People That on Earth Do Dwell (LBW 245)
Hymn of the Day: Built on a Rock (LBW 365)

Communion Hymn: The Church's One Foundation (LBW 369)

Choir rehearsal resumes Wednesday, August 26, at 7:30pm. You're invited!

The Sept/Oct issue of the Messiah Messenger newsletter will be published at
the beginning of September. Please submit photos, event notices, and news

items for inclusion in the newsletter to Miranda Hempel by August 30.

Save the Dates for these upcoming fellowship events:
Summer BBQ at Messiah on Saturday, Sept. 12, at 4pm. Bring a side dish,
salad, or dessert to share. Sign up on the sheet on the back pew by Sept. 6.

Baby Care Package Assembly on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 10am. Bring friends
and family! The assembled care packages will be donated to ChoiceOne
Pregnancy Resource Centers. We’re grateful for a matching grant of $5,000

from LCMS Life Ministry in support of this project. Stay tuned for details.
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New Jersey March for Life, Thursday, October 8: Meet at Messiah at 10am
to take the bus to the NJ State House in Trenton. We plan to be back by
2:30pm. Marching is a concrete way that together we can stand up for
human dignity and encourage parents in their noble and challenging
vocation of raising children. The English District and the NJ District of the
LCMS are sponsors of the March, and people from several area

congregations plan to join us. If you plan to attend, please inform Pastor.

Prayer Corner
We remember in our prayers: Linda Heindel (friend of Joan Colliflower
recently diagnosed with late-stage kidney disease, for healing of a broken
femur), Lottie Coffin (preparing to move from rehab to assisted living),
Patricia Wolf (for restored vision in her left eye), Sharon Wilchar (friend of
Patricia Wolf who is very ill), Peter Hempel (brother of Miranda Hempel,
recovering from surgery), Micha Livne (friend of the Gishlicks who is ill),
Ted Alslev (son of Elda Alslev, to overcome his addiction to smoking), Sue
Parisi (friend of Pat Hlafter, being treated for breast cancer), Peter Schulze
(son of Lydia and Carl Schulze, friends of Miranda Hempel), and Jenny
Mills - for comfort, strength, and healing

Where: Lutheran Church of the Messiah
407 Nassau Street & Cedar Lane, Princeton, NJ

When: 29 August (Rain Date: 12 Sept.)

Time: 8-9 AM Delivery/Drop-off ' ' Iveaway
8-10 AM Set-up natiokal Grad Students &
10-11 AM Open to Students/Postdocs/ L Visiting »SCh,O|§"5_f 5 5

Visiting Scholars

11 AM-1 PM Clean-up

Needed 8 AM-12 PM: Helpers/Volunteers &
Drivers w/Truck, Trailer, Pick-up, Van, SUV

Items Needed: Adult/Children’s Bicycles (hot
item), Pots, Dishes, Kitchen Utensils/Small
Appliances, Sheets, Blankets, Pillows, Towels,
Comforters, Throw Rugs, Irons, Heaters, Fans,
Desks, Dinette Sets, Lamps, Chairs, Couches,
Bookshelves

Not Accepted: Beds, Mattresses, Computers,
Monitors, TVs, Toys, Clothes, Books, Curtains
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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - PROPER 15A  August 16, 2026

First Lesson: Genesis 45:1-15

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by
him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed
with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept
so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard
it. Joseph said to his brothers, “| am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And
now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me
here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been
in the land these two years, and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for
you a remnant on earth and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was
not you who sent me here but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh
and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go
up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me; do not delay. You shall settle in the
land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you
have. | will provide for you there, since there are five more years of famine
to come, so that you and your household and all that you have will not
come to poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin
see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father
how greatly | am honored in Egypt and all that you have seen. Hurry and
bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck
and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them, and after that his brothers talked with him.



Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and the
calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God
but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so also they
have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they
also may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience
so that he may be merciful to all.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 15: 21-28

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:
it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what
comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and
said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they
heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father
has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of
the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.”
But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you
also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into
the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? But what
comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles.
For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person,
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” Jesus left that place and
went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord,
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “l was sent only to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him,
saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s
food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed from that moment.





