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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost August 30, 2026

Prayer upon entering: O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path
of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to
the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow his commands; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Guests, welcome! We are delighted you are with us for worship this morning.
Please introduce yourself to Pastor Erhardt, and sign our guest book next to
the main doors. Bibles are available on a shelf in the back of the nave. Kneelers
and large-print bulletins are available from the ushers upon request. If you are

seeking a church home, we invite you to join us here at Messiah.

Front cover art: Illustration from a Bible card published 1900 by the
Providence Lithograph Company



Worship begins with the prelude and continues through the postlude. Once
the prelude begins, please refrain from conversation. We use two hymnals: the
green Lutheran Book of Worship (LBw) and the blue paperback With One Voice
(wov). Hymn numbers below 600 are generally in LBw; above 600, in wov.
The pastor’s parts (spoken and sung) are designated “P:”. Parts spoken or sung
by the congregation are italicized, prefaced by “C:”. The liturgy text and music
are in the LBw on the pages noted in this service folder.

Holy Communion: Lutheran Christians celebrate a divine service of Word and
sacrament in which God comes to us both in his proclaimed Word and in the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. We invite to commune at the Lord’s table all
baptized Christians who with contrite hearts trust God’s word of forgiveness
for their sins, acknowledge the presence of Jesus Christ both in the
Communion elements and in this gathered body of believers, and seek, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, to follow Jesus and walk in newness of life. If this
doesn’t describe you, we invite you to come to the altar rail to receive a blessing
instead of the Communion elements. Indicate this by folding your arms across

your chest at the rail.

Individual cups are available in addition to the chalice (the common cup).
Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available upon request from the
server at the Communion rail. All are invited to bring their children forward

for a blessing.

Families with young children: Welcome! We have children’s activity backpacks
in the back of the church for use during the service, as well as an unstaffed
nursery on the stage downstairs. Feel free to ask an usher for help locating

them. The stairs are at the back of the sanctuary.



Prelude Preludium Ludwig van Beethoven

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father and of the *# Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sins to God.

Please kneel or sit for silent reflection and confession.

C: Almighty God, merciful Father: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to
you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I
justly deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,
and pray for your boundless mercy. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me your
Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life
everlasting. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake
forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us
power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness
into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
* Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



Order of Holy Communion
Setting I (LBW p. 57)

Please stand as you are able.
Opening Hymn Earth and All Stars LBW 558

Apostolic Greeting 2 Corinthians 13:14

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise pp. 60-61
C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.

C : In the burning bush you promised deliverance to your people, O God, and in
the cross of Jesus you embraced our suffering and pain. In times of anguish
and hardship, we pray, comfort us with your love and deliver us from the

chains that afflict us, according to your will. Amen

Please be seated for the scripture readings, printed on the last page of this

service folder. Due to its length, the First Lesson is not printed.

First Lesson Exodus 3:1-15
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26 p. 266-267

Second Lesson Romans 12:9-21
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Verse (]Ohf’l 6:68) (please stand): p. 83
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
C (sung): Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 16:21-28
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C (sung): Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Sermon
Sermon The Strange Economy of the Kingdom of God

Hymn of the Day Lead On, O King Eternal LBW 495

Creed (Apostles’) Spoken in unison
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen



The Prayers of the People
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

After each prayer or petition,
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord
C: Amen

The Sharing of the Peace p. 66
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please exchange a greeting of peace with your neighbors, then be seated.

Gathering of Offerings p. 66

As the offerings are brought forward, please stand and sing:

C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers
we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the

feast to come.

P: Let us pray. p. 67
Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



The Great Thanksgiving p. 68

TOFTOTPTOF

The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our
Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:

Sanctus p. 69

C:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer

P:

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and

accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

(continued on the next page)



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come
again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as
we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we and all who
share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with heavenly peace
and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and

body, and have our portion with all your saints.

All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your

holy Church, now and forever. ~ C: Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Taught by our Lord and trusting in his promises, we are bold to say:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei: Lamb of God p. 72
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.



Once the pastor says, “Welcome to the table of the Lord,” kneel or sit.

Because Communion is important, please read and follow our Communion
policy, printed on p. 2 of this service folder. Feel free to bring your hymnal and
continue to sing. If you are not communing, you are invited to come forward
to receive a blessing, but feel no pressure to do so. If you do come forward for a
blessing (only), indicate this by folding your arms across your chest when you
kneel at the altar rail. When the pastor dismisses you, please return to your
seat by the center aisle. If you would like Communion brought to your seat,

please raise your hand to alert the pastor.
Communion Hymn Eat This Bread (sing 5x) WOV 709

After all have returned to their places, the pastor says: (please stand)
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.  C: Amen

Post-Communion Canticle pp. 72-73

C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell evryone what he has done. Let all
who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He recalls his promises
and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia.
Alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

Benediction p. 74

P: Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen
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Postlude Allegro Samuel Wesley
Announcements

P: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

Portions of our liturgy today are reprinted from the Lutheran Book of
Worship, copyright 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress, license
#15443-L. The Prayer of the Day is adapted from Revised Common Lectionary
Prayers, ©2002 Consultation on Common Texts. The postlude is ©1998

Concordia Publishing House.

This coming week

Wed 7:30pm  Choir

Thu 6:30pm  Lutheran Campus Ministry Table Talk (p. 12)

Sun  No Adult Forum -- Adult Forum will resume Sept. 13 at 9:00am
Sun  10:30 (not 9:30) aAM  Service of Word and Sacrament

Thank you to today’s Temple Servants

Acolyte Tom Fusco
Reader Elly Jameson
Ushers Robert Coyner and Stephen Stys
Chancel Ziyun Chen
Offering Counter Robert Engel
Livestream Mark von Bargen

Available on the back pew:
(1) Sign-up sheet for the Summer BBQ (p. 13)
(2) July/August 2026 edition of the Messiah Messenger
(3) Portals of Prayer devotion booklets (July - Sept)
(4) June - September 2026 Temple Servant schedule
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Next Sunday
Exodus 12:1-14 « Psalm 149 « Romans 13:8-14 « Matthew 18:15-20

Opening Hymn: Let the Whole Creation Cry (LBW 242)
Hymn of the Day: Hark, A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding (LBW 37)
Communion Hymn: Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness (LBW 302)

Choir rehearsal resumed on August 26, at 7:30pm. You're invited! Choir
rehearses in the sanctuary weekly on Wednesday evenings and on Sunday
mornings before the worship service. All are welcome. Please join us! If you

have questions, speak with Janice Hofreiter.

The Sept/Oct issue of the Messiah Messenger newsletter will be published at
the beginning of September. Please submit photos, event notices, and news

items for inclusion in the newsletter to Miranda Hempel by today.

Lutheran Campus Ministry Table Talk: Thursday, Sept. 3, at 6:30pm
A Brief History of Religious Liberty - led by Pastor Erhardt. During the
academic year, Lutheran Campus Ministry sponsors monthly Table Talks
(dinner discussions). Table Talks are held at 6:30 — 8:00 PM in 210 Murray-
Dodge Hall, Princeton University. All are welcome! Please join us and
invite friends. If you plan to attend, please inform Pastor Erhardt by noon
on Thursday so we have enough food.
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Starting next Sunday, September 6, Sunday worship will begin at 10:30am.

Summer BBQ at Messiah on Saturday, Sept. 12, at 4pm. Bring a side dish,
salad, or dessert to share. Sign up on the sheet on the back pew by Sept. 6.

Pastor Erhardt leads a monthly community book discussion:
September 24: Korean Messiah, by Jonathan Cheng (Chapter 22 to the end)
October 22: A Better Life, by Lionel Shriver
Discussions begin at 7:30 PM via Zoom. Please obtain and read the book

before each discussion, and email Pastor Erhardt for a Zoom invitation.

Adult Forum will resume on Sunday, Sept. 13, at 9:00am in the parish

building library.

Baby Care Package Assembly on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 10am. Bring friends
and family! The assembled care packages will be donated to ChoiceOne
Pregnancy Resource Centers. We're grateful for a matching grant of $5,000
from LCMS Life Ministry in support of this project. There is a flyer on the
bulletin board by the Cedar Lane door.

Fall Work Day at Messiah: Saturday, October 3, 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Come when you can and leave when you must. We'll have plenty of work
to go around for people of all ages and abilities. Gardening volunteers,
please bring gloves and tools. It’s fun, lunch is provided and your help is

greatly appreciated!
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New Jersey March for Life, Thursday, October 8: Meet at Messiah at 10am
to take the bus to the NJ State House in Trenton. We plan to be back by
2:30pm. Marching is a concrete way that together we can stand up for
human dignity and encourage parents in their noble and challenging
vocation of raising children. The English District and the NJ District of the
LCMS are sponsors of the March, and people from several area

congregations plan to join us. If you plan to attend, please inform Pastor.

Prayer Corner
We remember in our prayers: the Chang family (whose daughter Millie
recently suffered a severe injury and is in intensive care), Linda Heindel
(friend of Joan Colliflower recently diagnosed with late-stage kidney
disease, for healing of a broken femur), Lottie Coffin (settling into assisted
living in Bridgewater), Patricia Wolf (for restored vision in her left eye),
Sharon Wilchar (friend of Patricia Wolf who is very ill), Peter Hempel
(brother of Miranda Hempel, recovering from surgery), Micha Livne
(friend of the Gishlicks who is ill), Ted Alslev (son of Elda Alslev, to
overcome his addiction to smoking), Sue Parisi (friend of Pat Hlafter, being
treated for breast cancer), Peter Schulze (son of Lydia and Carl Schulze,
friends of Miranda Hempel), and Jenny Mills - asking God for comfort,
strength, and healing

Prayer requests are generally printed in the Prayer Corner and included in the
Sunday intercessory prayers for 4 weeks. If you would like us to keep someone
there longer, we are happy to do that. Please call the church office or email

Icmprinceton@gmail.com to let Pastor Erhardt know.

14



14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - PROPER 17A  August 30, 2026

First Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb,
the mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it
was not consumed. Then Moses said, “| must turn aside and look at this
great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” Then he said, “Come no
closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you
are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the LORD said,
“I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their sufferings,
and | have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing
with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the
Israelites has now come to me; | have also seen how the Egyptians
oppress them. Now go, | am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people,
the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am | that |
should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I
will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is | who sent you:
when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on
this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If | come to the Israelites and
say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,” and they
ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall | say to them?” God said to
Moses, “l am who | am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘| am has sent me to you.” ” God also said to Moses, “Thus you
shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:
This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.



Second Lesson: Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do
not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be
patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you,
bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with
those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight
of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God,
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” Instead,
“if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16:21-28

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his
disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come with
his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for
what has been done. Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”



